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As August arrives so do holiday makers to our wonderful coastline. This August is slightly
different as social distancing has become part of our daily lives. We have had to adapt to a
different way of living over the past few months, keeping our physical distance from strangers,
whilst finding new ways of meeting up with our families and friends. It has not been easy
especially for those who are vunerable and iscolated.

It has also been a difficult time for our school children continuing their lessons at home,
without their friends to socialise with. I’m sure their parents will have a better understanding
of the education system than before.

We have all I’m sure have found new or different ways of doing things. It brought to my mind
when Jesus told the disciples to cast their nets on the other side. They had been fishing as they
normally fished, without a catch. Jesus didn’t tell them to stop fishing or fish somewhere else,
but to try it a different way. The rewards were great.

We have learned a great deal by doing things differently. Our zoom services have attracted
new visitors and enabled those who cannot physically attend church to worship with us.

This month we begin to return to our church buildings slowly and surely with limited services
and social distancing. Our zoom services will continue and so will our weekly reflections.

As we journey through the rest of the year and try to return back to some sort of normal, let
us not forget the changes we have made for the better and not discard them, but take them
with us, giving us new ways of living, new ways of reaching out, new ways of hope.

Blessings
John



August 2nd 9am            Hempstead      H.C. in one kind

August 9th 10.30am         Walcott          H.C. in one kind

August 16th 9am              Lessingham           H.C.

August 23rd 10.30am      Zoom                     SOP

11am            Bacton           H.C. in one kind

3pm             Ridlington

20 bubbles

Outdoor service

11.30am         Witton                M.P.

3pm            Sea Palling            E.P.

?? Max 10 bubbles

10.30an        Happisburgh          CFS

10.30an        Bacton               AAW Brenda

August 30th        10.30am      Sea Palling       H.C. in one kind

2.30pm        Eccles               Beach Service ?? Not allowable
currently

SERVICES FOR AUGUST Community action
Our Coastal group community
volunteers have been busy during
lockdown, working in conjunction
with NNDC, shopping, collecting
prescriptions, delivering food parcels,
and making well-being phone calls. A
huge thank you to each of the
volunteers for their time and
commitment, and this service will
continue for the foreseeable future.
Volunteers play a huge part in the life
of our churches - from cleaning, to
churchyard upkeep, serving on
church councils, leading worship,
playing the organ, donating and
fundraising. A huge thank you to you
all.
Donate
Like all charities, our funds are have
taken a huge knock during this time,
and we would be grateful for any
donations from those who value the
church in our community.
Across the group, this year we need to
raise £65,529, and this is a huge
amount to find, especially without the
usual fundraising events. Our
churches rely on donations to provide
care and support to everyone in our
communities. Now, more than ever,
please consider giving generously to
support our mission and ministry by
making a donation. If you would like
to donate regularly to the church you
may find it easier to set up a standing
order with your bank. Please get in
touch for details.
Please post any donations to The
Rectory, The Hill, Happisburgh, made
out to the village church you wish to
support e.g Bacton Parochial Church
Council.
Donations can also be made online at
www.dioceseofnorwich.org/donate
Thank you for your support, and keep
safe. Catherine.
Revd Canon Catherine Dobson. Tel
01692 650359

Funeral
22nd July       Jean Walton,     Bacton

Interment of Ashes
18th July  Dr Sam Gibbs,   Hempstead

Our thoughts and prayers are with all
who have lost loved ones at this time.

Church in the pandemic..
It is fair to say that the pandemic has brought a great deal of change to the life
of our churches in the Coastal Group.
Worship
The last service in our church buildings took place on the 15th March, and new
challenges faced us as we sought to keep in touch and to continue
worshipping together.
Many in our congregations are older and not all have access to the internet.
After some consideration, we began services on Zoom, and these have
continued throughout lockdown. Zoom can be accessed by telephone, as well
as on line, and I have been really impressed that many people who have learnt
new skills in order to be part of the services. People come together with their
coffee from 10.15 to catch up with one another and the services begins at
10.30am and lasts about 30 minutes.
For those who struggle to get out and about, it has proved to be a great way
of keeping in touch, and many use their Zoom skills to keep in touch with
family. Going forward, we plan to keep a Zoom service once as month as part
of what we offer the community.
We hope to offer worship in our church buildings on a limited basis from
August.
Services will look and feel very different - numbers are restricted in order to
maintain 2m distance and sadly we are unable to sing. Hand sanitiser will be
available to use at the door. Again, safety is our priority. At this moment, we
would encourage community members to attend only their local church, in
order to ensure there is enough space. It will however be wonderful to be back
together physically.



Celtic Morning Prayer
Every Wednesday at 9am, prayers are offered for our
communities. The service lasts 20 minutes and is a
beautiful way to start the day as we thank God for his
blessings and bring before him those things that worry
and concern us for ourselves and others.
In August we will meet outside each church, so please
bring your own chair.
Everyone is welcome.  Come and give it a try!

5th August Sea Palling          12th August Hempstead
19th August Lessingham      26th August Happisburgh

Coastal Group Zoom service Sunday 23rd August
10.30am
Through the wonders of modern technology, you can join
our ZOOM service from the comfort of your sofa
anywhere in the world on your home telephone or on
line.   If joining by phone, the number to ring just before
10.15am is 0131 460 1196 (national rate number)
To join there are 3 easy steps:

1.You will be asked to type in the ID number on your
telephone keypad -  729 970 4803
2. You will be asked if you are the host - press the hash
key
3. You will be asked for the pass number - type in on
keypad 016926
To join on line, download the Zoom app and type in the
ID and the pass number.
Many thanks to John Prince, who acts as host for our
services and keeps all running smoothly.

Weekly Reflections If you would like to receive these,
written by members of the ministry team,   they are
available through:
Coastal Group website www.coastalgroup.org.uk
Facebook @coastalgroupofparishes and
Twitter @coastal_group48, @RevCoastalGroup
and on request by email or post. Please let Catherine
know if you would like to be added to the list.

HAPPISBURGH

The first wedding since lockdown
Many congratulations to Louisa and Barney who were
married on 11th July at Happisburgh church.
Louisa writes
Just to say thank you for such a wonderful service.
It was more special than we could ever have hoped for
and didn’t feel like there was anything different to how it
should have been under normal circumstances.
Your support through all of the arranging and
rearranging has been immense, and we are so very
grateful.
Further weddings are planned this year. Please keep all
to be married in your prayers.   Revd Catherine.

HAPPISBURGH CHURCH will be open every
Wednesday 1.00 - 2.00pm. All welcome.

Happisburgh Lifeboat was called into action on 22 June to
a inflatable off Happisburgh on arrival No one was with the
inflatable but the crew searched for over an hour and the
Coastguards checked the beaches, nothing found so
returned to station.   please don't use inflatables on the
beach or sea as they may get blown out to sea.
the gift shop is still closed due to Covet 19 as it is next to
the station but will be opening again as soon as we can do
safely
HAPPISBURGH PARISH COUNCIL
Car Park Season Tickets – Beach Road Car Park,
Happisburgh
Car Park Season tickets are available from Fairmaiden
Shellfish.  £50 for the calendar year
Clerk: happisburghparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk /01263
733417
Parish Council meetings take place in the Wenn Evans
Centre on the second Monday of every month at 7.30pm

SEA PALLING AND WAXHAM

It has been good that our church has been open for private
prayer on Sundays -11-12 noon. Although we don't need a
building to pray it has felt special to be able to enter the
church building and pray - just as so many before have
done in this ancient building down the centuries. We are all
looking forward to having services in August albeit not in
quite the same way as before lockdown.  Zoom has been a
new way of holding services and meetings , thanks to
Catherine and all who participate. Our library is still not
open but hopefully we shall be able to provide a service
shortly- watch out for posters!  Thank you to all who have
gone the extra mile during these difficult times and are
continuing to do so.

WALCOTT
Sponsored Bike Ride is Saturday 12th September 9am -
5pm. This is the first chance we have to raise funds for our
church this year. No Cake Stalls, Garden Sales, Fetes or
Raffles, so why not go all out on the 12th to make up for it.
Cycle, walk or ride and raise as much as we can. Sponsor
forms and details from Eiler.  651393.

Hundred Club
Due to the Coronavirus the hundred club has been
suspended. The last draw was made in March and the
numbers drawn were 10 and 7.
If life returns to near normal in August it is hoped the club
may begin again in September. Any payments made for
months when club was suspended will be forwarded to
“return of play”.
The draw usually takes place in Walcott Village Hall at Cafe
Chat and is open to all.
Members pay £5 a month and await the joy of winning £25
or £10 (1st or 2nd ) if their number is drawn from the box.
New members are most welcome.
For further details contact 01692 218856 or any member
of Walcott Church. Thank you.



WITTON   ST. MARGARET’S

At long last, greetings from St Margaret’s! Where have
the past 4 months gone.
With any luck, we hope to have an 11.30am Service on
Sunday 9th August. We can safely have 30 seated with the
requisite 2m social distancing and expect to have
completed the necessary risk assessment by then.
The bats have been having a field day during the closure
recently, with several maternity roosts littering the
tables, pews and carpets, good for them but not so for us.
If all’s well we are fortunate to have an “under 70” who
has been volunteered (!) to clean up the mess.
One benefit from the reduced cutting in the churchyard is
the display of wild flowers when the sun shines, a
spectacular sight with varieties of Hawk’s Beard, Cats ear,
Yarrow, Fox-and-cubs, Campion etc., in the areas
normally mown, all being enjoyed by bees, butterflies and
the like.
Charles and Gillian have been “shielding”. Sophie’s sailing
was abruptly cut short in the Philippines so she has also
had to shield. Daughter Catherine had to postpone her
wedding so sadly the year changed shape for us. On the
plus side we are well, so “stay safe” and hope to see you
soon.       Charles and Gillian Owles      01692 650223

RIDLINGTON  ST. PETER’S

Finally after months of lockdown we have an outdoor
service planned at St Peter's on the 2nd of August at the
old time of 3pm. Please bring your own chair and perhaps
an umbrella, but who cares if it rains.
It is hoped September's service will be held in the church.
Ray Allcoat 651609

Open Garden at the White House 23rd August.
Richard and Vanda are opening their garden again this
year in aid of St Peter's church on the 23rd August.
There is a one acre garden with flower borders, a wild life
pond and waterfall and a gravel garden surrounded  by
mature trees in the grounds of a former rectory. There is
plenty of space to enjoy tea and cake in a socially
distanced way.
We will be open between 11am and 4pm - please contact
us to let  us know which hour you'll be arriving (eg 11-12,
12-1 etc), payment by card at the entrance.
Entry £5 per person (children under 10 free)   to include
tea/coffee and cake, free parking, dogs welcome on a
lead.  All proceeds in aid of St Peter's church.
Please contact Richard or Vanda on 07922036944 or
email Richard.barker1@gmail.com

Five men were eating apples.
A finished before B, but behind C.
D finished before E, but behind B.
What was the finishing order?

A is B’s sister.
C is B’s mother.
D is C’s father.
E is D’s mother
Then, how is A related to D?

10 things I know about you:
1. You are reading this.
2. You are human.
3. You can’t say the letter “P”
     without separating your lips.
4. You just tried to do it.
6. You are laughing at yourself.
7. You have a smile on your face
        and you skipped number 5.
8. You just checked to see if there
              is a number 5.
9. You laugh at this because you
     are an idiot (but everyone else does
     it too, if that makes you feel any
     better)

BRAIN TEASERS

DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER NEWS SHEET
Please send your contributions to sandrews487@gmail.com by August 14th.


